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                                               A1 

 
  

 

The point of view in a story impacts a story quite alot. It impacts the story by the events that 

happen. In addition to that, the point of view also impacts the way the events are told. In other 

words the perspective or opinion is different. The events and opinions are the main ways how the 

point of view impacts a story. 

      In the story Where the Red Fern Grows the point of view is first person. I know this because the 

text says, " I shouted as loud as I could. " ( paragraph 1 ) In the text it uses the word " I " when that 

person isn't talking, telling me that the perspective of this story is first person. The first person point 

of view affected the story by making the story have the thoughts, opinions, and perspective of the 

character. When she came up with the idea the text says, "...blinding red flash the message of the 

lantern bored its way into my brain. There was my miracle. There was the way to save my little 

dog. " ( paragraph 9 ) It tells us how she got an idea how to save her dog. The first person point of 

view gives the reader an idea of how the character felt and his/her perspective of an event. 

       In the poem, " The Lighthouse Lamp " the poem was told in a third person point of view. I 

know this because the text says, "Lay mother and babe asleep,/And little maid Gretchen..." ( lines 

10 and 11 ) The poem mentioned the names of the characters, not saying I. This tells me that the 

point of view of this poem is third person. The point of view affected the poem by only giving us 

the perspective of these events only by the narrator who is telling the poem. In which could have 

been very different from the characters' perspective. If it were in the mother's perspective, it could 

have mentioned how worried the mother was for her daughters' father. The text says, "But it came 

not home that day." ( line 20 ) The father had sailed out towards the mainland, but didn't come back 

home. The mother must have been worried about him. Also, she was feeling bad for her baby 

daugher. The text says, " My poor little maiden child. " ( line 28 ) The perspective of the poem 

really affected the way the reader could have felt and the events that happened. 

         Even though the perspective of these two pieces of literature is different, there can also be 

some similarities. Both Where the Red Fern Grows and " The Lighthouse Lamp " show characters ( 

the narrator of the story and Gretchen ) with determined, courageous, and persistent character traits. 

In Where the Red Fern Grows these traits helped the narrator rescue Little Ann. The text says, 

"Closing my eyes and gritting my teeth, I moved on." ( paragraph 15 ) This is showing a persistent 

character trait. Moving on helped the narrator being able to rescue Little Ann. In the poem " The 

Lighthouse Lamp " Gretchen was courageous enough to go up to the top of the lighthouse to feed 

the lamp in such a cold weather. The text says, "Then Gretchen up to the top of the tower, 

Up the icy, smooth-worn stair," These two pieces of literature are told in different perspectives, but 

they both show the determined, courageous, and persistent character traits of characters. 

         The point of view of a piece of literature highly affects how things are told, the feelings, and 

many more. Even so, with different perspectives, the same themes, similar feelings, etc. can be 

found.  

 

 

  RDG 3, WE 3 



 
Annotations 

Anchor Paper 1 

Reading 

Score Point 3 
 

The response demonstrates full comprehension of the ideas stated explicitly and inferentially 

by providing an analysis of how point of view has an impact on the events in the texts (In 

other words the perspective is different, The first person point of view affected the story by 

making the story have the thoughts, opinions, and perspective of the character, The point of 

view affected the poem by only giving us the perspective of these events only by the narrator 

who is telling the poem.). Effective textual evidence supports the analysis from the passage 

(When she came up with the idea the text says, “. . . blinding red flash the message of the 

lantern bored its way into my brain. . . . There was the way to save my little dog.”). Effective 

support from the poem comes from hypothetical examples if told from the mother’s 

perspective (The text says, “But it came not home that day.” . . . . “My poor little maiden 

child.”). These examples make it clear how point of view impacts events.  

 

 

Written Expression 

Score Point 3 

 

The response addresses the prompt and provides effective development through clear 

reasoning and relevant text-based evidence. It includes a variety of linking words and 

phrases (in addition, also, even though, even so) and uses language to clarify meaning (this 

is showing) to make the writing cohesive.   



                                           A2   

RDG 3 WE 2 

 



 
Annotations 

Anchor Paper 2 

Reading 

Score Point 3 

 

The response demonstrates full comprehension of the ideas expressed in the passage and the 

poem by asserting that a change in point of view would have a powerful impact on events (In 

both of these stories the point of view could have made the passage/poem anew). By 

providing hypothetical examples of how the stories would be affected or told by narrators 

other than the ones used in the passage (the mother of the protagonist) and the poem (a 

sailor) as evidence, the response provides textual evidence to effectively support the analysis 

(the reader wouldn’t know what the child was doing until he went to wherever his mother 

was, “I was sailing through this monsterous storm trying to find shore. I have been sailing in 

an unkown direction for hours. I wish I had brought a compass.”) illustrating the impact point 

of view has on events in the texts. 

 

Written Expression 

Score Point 2 

 

The response is organized into three separate paragraphs: two body paragraphs and a 

conclusion. Although the development of ideas for each text is uneven, hypothetical examples 

provided in the response develop the topic using text-based reasoning and evidence. The use 

of linking words and phrases (if. . . .for example. . . .even though this may be true. . . 

.although) introduce clarity and coherence to the response by guiding the reader through the 

response. A brief conclusion provides a final element that joins the separate discussions of 

each text together into a cohesive response. 



                                           A3 

RDG 2, WE 2 

 



 
Annotations 

Anchor Paper 3 

Reading 

Score Point 2 

 

The response demonstrates how point of view impacts the events in both the passage and 

the poem by providing an analysis of how a change in point of view in each of the texts would 

affect the events in the story. The response provides an assertion about how a change in 

perspective would alter events in the passage (the whole event about the pole and 

lantern giving her an idea would be gone) as well as the poem (If this story weren’t to 

be told by a narrorator the story would not go through all the eventsthat happend 

such as the father disapearing). The response provides adequate textual evidence to 

support this analysis by explaining how events would be impacted by a change in point of 

view, in the case of Little Ann, Gretchen, and Gretchen’s mother.   

 

Written Expression 

Score Point 2 

 

The response is organized into two separate paragraphs, each devoted to the discussion of 

how point of view impacts the events in the case of one of the texts. Through the use of the 

examples of how events would change from the perspective of different characters in the 

texts, the response provides some development of the topic using text-based reasoning and 

evidence. Linking words and phrases (if, on the other hand) help provide clarity of the 

relationships between ideas. For each paragraph a brief introductory and concluding 

statement lend clarity and cohesion to the response. 



                                           A4  

RDG 2, WE 2 

 



 
Annotations 

Anchor Paper 4 

Reading 

Score Point 2 

 

The response explores the impact of point of view on the events in the texts by examining 

how a change in the point of view would impact events in the story. First, the response shows 

how events would change in Where the Red Fern Grows if the story were seen through the 

eyes of Little Ann instead of the narrator who rescues her (the stoy would tell more of her 

trying to survive on the edge of the ice, If Little Ann said it it would have been, I was holding 

on with might i knew my time was short). In the case of “The Lighthouse Lamp,” the 

response explains what would happen if the narrator were Gretchen’s mother (it would of told 

how brave her daughter was on lighting the lamp) and illustrates this point by providing an 

example of how the text would change (My daughter Gretchen said “I’ll go” ‘a step at a time). 

By doing so, the response demonstrates comprehension of the ideas expressed explicitly and 

inferentially in the texts as they relate to the prompt. 

 

Written Expression 

Score Point 2 

 

The response provides topic development of a topic that is generally appropriate to the task 

by using text-based evidence and reasoning to demonstrate the impact of point of view on 

the events in the texts. The response includes linking words (if, so) and sentence variety to 

enhance clarity. Brief introductory and concluding statements help to create a more cohesive 

and coherent response. 



                                           A5  

RDG 1, WE 1 

 



 
Annotations 

Anchor Paper 5 

Reading 

Score Point 1 

 

The response demonstrates an understanding of the concept of point of view in relation to the 

prompt and provides a minimal analysis of how first-person and third-person points of view 

have an impact on the events (makes the story more dramatic. . . .the story is very detailed) 

that goes further than noting what pronouns are associated with each frame of reference. 

While there is limited textual evidence to support this analysis for Where the Red Fern Grows 

(Little Ann is his/her dog and he/she is trying to get Little Ann out. . . .she is on a bank and 

nobody will help her get her dog out of the freezing cold water.), no textual evidence is 

provided to support the assertion that first-person point of view makes the poem more 

detailed.   

 

Written Expression 

Score Point 1 

 

The response addresses the prompt and provides minimal development of the topic, with 

text-based evidence and reasoning, to support part of theassertions of how point of view 

impacts the events in the texts. The response demonstrates limited cohesion by organizing 

the ideas by text. 



                                           A6  

RDG 1, WE 1 

 



 
Annotations 

Anchor Paper 6 

Reading 

Score Point 1 

 

The response demonstrates a limited comprehension of the ideas by asserting how point of 

view has an impact on the events in Where the Red Fern Grows (you can see how scared and 

deterimented he is) and “The Lighthouse Lamp” (you can see determined she is). Limited, 

explicit textual evidence from both of the pieces supports the analysis (Little Ann doesn’t 

have a lot of time left she is getting very cold in the pond, “I took off my clothes,picked up 

my ax,and stepped down into the hole in the icy water,” even when it is piercing cold and the 

tempest is rough and wild she climbed the lighthouse). 

  

 

Written Expression 

Score Point 1 

 

The response offers examples of the impact of point of view on the events in the texts, but 

only minimally develops the topic. Each example includes limited text-based evidence to 

support the assertion. However, an absence of linking words to signal relationships between 

the ideas limits the clarity and cohesion of the response. Repetitive phrasing (The impact of 

the point of view on events, is that you can see) and a lack of sentence variety reflect a use 

of language that demonstrates a limited awareness of the norms of the discipline. 



                                           A7 

RDG 0, WE 0 

 



 
Annotations 

Anchor Paper 7 

Reading 

Score Point 0 

 

The response demonstrates no comprehension of the ideas expressed in the texts as related 

to the prompt. While the response shows some understanding of point of view (the story is 

writen in first person because it is explaning the peson with words like I and me), there is no 

explanation of how point of view impacts the events in the passage or poem. Also, there is no 

textual evidence to support the assertions. Overall, the information provided in the response 

is too vague to demonstrate comprehension of the ideas stated in the texts. 

 

Written Expression 

Score Point 0 

 

The response addresses the prompt but fails to provide text-based evidence or reasoning to 

develop the topic. At only one sentence in length, the response is underdeveloped and lacks 

elements to demonstrate cohesion, clarity, or coherence. 

 



A8 

RDG 0, WE 0 

 



 
Annotations 

 

Anchor Paper 8 

Reading 

Score Point 0 

 

The response demonstrates no comprehension of ideas by providing no analysis of the impact 

of point of view on events in the passage or the poem. 

 

Written Expression 

Score Point 0 

 

The response is undeveloped. This one sentence summary lacks coherence, clarity, and 

cohesion. 



 

 

 

Practice Set 

P101 - P105 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P101 

  

 
 



                                          P102 

  

 



                                          P103 

  

 



                                        P104 

  

 

     The point of view in these passages are important because they show the emotional feelings 

that the characters are experiencing. The passage from Where the Red Fern Grows is written in 

first person point of view and uses strong emotional vocabulary to express the feelings of the 

character so that we can feel it. In "Stretching my arms as far out as I could, I saw I was still a 

foot short. Closing my eyes and gritting my teeth, I moved on." , and in  "The seconds ticked by. 

I strained for one more inch. The muscles in my arms grew numb from the weight of the pole.", 

the author is using strong vocabulary to see how hard it was for the narrarator to save his dog 

adn the challenge that he or she faced. 

 

    In the passage from "The Lighthouse Lamp", the author presents the poem in third person 

point of view. It focused more on the setting and the events that were happening, unlike the other 

passage that focused mainly on the narrarators feelings. "The winds came howling down from 

the north, Like a hungry wolf for prey, And the bitter sleet went hurtling forth, In the pallid face 

of day.", is an example of how the author uses strong vocabulary and the similie "Like a hungry 

wolf for prey", so that the reader understands what s occuring and to emphasize the settings and 

the storm. "Up the icy, smooth-worn stair" , is another example of how the author describes the 

setting, in this case, the stairs.  

 

    The passages have differnet point of view, but they both use strong vocabulary so the reader 

can feel that he is in the story and imagine how it feels. In Where the Red Fern Grows, the 

author emphasizes the characters feelings while narrarating the story in first person point of 

view. In the poem "The Lighthouse Lamp", the author writes in third person point of view and 

emphasizes on the setting. Both passages use different vocabulary, but both help us imagine like 

we were there. The importance of point of view is seen in these passages; the point of view is a 

strong way to make the reader imagine that he or she is in the story. 

     



                                         P105 

  

 



 




